BATTERY  BOATMEN,

Only a Few of the Vetorans Left
Abont the Whitehall Basin

Reminiscences of the Pa'my Days
Before the Steam Tug Era.

Precarious Life of the Jolly Watar.
men-fSad Story of Dave Dillon,

The Battery boatman is a left-over char.
acter from another era. Thoe tide of prog-
ross haa swopt him and his litle boat into
a little eddy by the shore; yet he clings to
hia boat and his traditions, and every visl-
tor o the Battery Park, every pedestrian
sniffing the hracing cool breerssa from the
set 08 bo puoes the wall that skirts the
park, loves him.

In & basin or dook, bullt like & niohe in
the wall of the Battery juit west of the
Barge Office, are always to be found moored
sixor ¢lght rowboats, each provided with
Lwo meta ot oars.

These boats aro of the '* Whitehall ¥ pat-
tern, 19 feet long, 20 inches deep and 44
feet wide, Half ae many more are to be
found in the Whitchall baaln on the other
wide of the Barge Office,

Pause to gaze wonderingly down at these
boats, and Instantly & half dogen men
awnken from thelr drowsing on the park
benohea and hurry scross the broad-paved
walk to the edge of the wall, and one of
them, coming within oconversational dis-
tanos, addressea you ¢

“PBoal, sirt"

RACE OF RIVAL *'RUWNERS, "
' ‘Then the other five, spparently losing all
futerest, laxily return to the benches and
thelr interrapted alumbers.

It you want to go to Brooklyn, to Astoria
or to Yonkers. If you desire to board a
vessel at anchor down tha bay, or to go in
your own araft to a ship at Quarantine,
here's your man |

Look at him| He may be twenty, or he
maY be sixiy years old. Hs ls sunburned
and freckled. He s compasot. There is
strength and supplensss in his overy move-
mant, and he will bargain to row you up to
Yonkera or down to Bandy Hook, just sa
though those were the most ordinary jobs
imaginable.

That's his business, and be he two-and-
ftwenty year old Billy Collins or nine-and.

If You Want to See a Sight

"l
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OOING TO VINT A MAN-OP-WAR

sixty year old Ed Cody, he bas been navi-
gating the watera of New York Harbor In
his Whitehall boat ever since his hands
were blg enough to claap the handles of the
oars.

" How many boatmen are there ¥'' ropeats
Billy Colling, aquinting one eye and pinch-
ing his knotty wuscles refleatively, ** Well,
to begin with, there's Ed Cody, ho's the
cldest one of us. Then thefe's Tom Bresnl
bun over In the Whitehall basin ; George
Collins, that's me brother; Hen Darrow,
* Ballor' Dan McGean, Mike Geary, * Bat'
Neovill, Pat Burns, William Quigley and
William Collins—~that's me. That's ten
of us.

* Naw, the buainess aln't what {t used to
Le, Montly our freight is runnere for the
ships' ohandlers, aships' stores men,
butchem, clothing stores, maohinista and
other people who want to do business with
the masters of ships coming in,

“Course, once In & while there's Indles
who want to go down to some man-o'-war,
and of coarse we take "em.

‘* How far do we go out? Well, down to
the lightship, elght miles outside of Sundy
Hook. There's no troubls out there—not
halt the trouble we get in & choppy sea on
the bay.'"

There ls only ons oarsman to each boat,
but the second palr of oars ls foruse in s
very common emergsnoy.

There is no competition for business
rmong the boatmen on shore. The rule is
that the boatman who first bespeaks a cus-
tomer or who ls hatled by a prospoctive cus-
tomer shall not be interfered with by others,
and once & passenger hes by elther of Lhese
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processes beoome the property of one of the
hoatmen, the others abandon the game and
return to their other work or amusement,

It frequently happens, though, that &
sharp contest occurs between the Bailery
boatmen on the water. A ocontest of
muscle and skill, of wind and experience
and grit, and then the second palr of oars
comes into use.

DPAYE DILLON BELOWN OUT TO BEA.

Two hustling runners of rival dealers In
ship's stores arrive at the basin at the
same moment. Each selects his boatman
and makes a hurried bargaln for a qulok
trip to the merchant ship that is slowly
noming up through ths lower bay.

With lightning movementa the painters
&re oast off, the runners clumber into the
boats, and & race to & finlsh is begun. The
boatmen are encouraged by their mapoctive
“froight ' with all sorts of Inducementa,
but both boatmen have learned their art
and each ls as experionced ms the other,
There is no pdvantage (o either in the race,

Then the anxious runners leap (nto the
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Not

breaeh, They placs the extra oars In the

rowlocka, and bend themselves to the ash

with all their might. Thus it generally

happena that the runnet who bas practised

mosat with his musocles, and bad most ex.

perience In boating, wins the race, reaching
the Incoming ship first, clambering over her
#lde and from her deck Iaughlng and shout-
ing seornfully at his discomfied rival,

In these desperate races, somelimea one
of the boatmen wins the raoe and saven
himaell & deal of right hard work by cateh-
Ing & tng bound out towards the ship and
boarding her, The tug reached, the race |s
over. The b and hisg ger ride
away from tbeir rivals, and far down the
bay they part compeny from the tug, to
row the abort distance to the ahip.

Most of the boats have namea Billy
Collins call his the * Eeli" his brother
George's boat s the ** Game Cook."

The ** Dave Dillon," {s owned by ** Hen "
Darrow, who named the boat after oue of
the bravest, and best fellows who ever
pulled an oar.

Poor Dave DMllon | He had been a boat-
man for tuirty.five years, and a sturdy fel-
low he was, too, A steady, stoul.hearted
man, without an enemy in the world; a
famons band at the oars. He once rowed
& Red Hook man around the lighthouse at
Robbin's Reef and beat bim out of sight,
as any ons of the Battery bostmen will tell
you.

Dave Dillon located at Staten Island, and
iwo years ago he took a job one day to
row in & beavy sea out to s steamabip that
Iay anchored in the roads off the lighiship,
The wind blew & gale, It wae & perilons
undertaking. Thoughtful ones urged the
cool and mervy boutmen not to go, But
Dave Dillon had trusied to his strong arms
nnd his right Uttle, tight lttle ship In many
» troubled sen, and he laughed to ajorn the
fears of his frienda,

They watched him from the shore. Now
riding on the orest of a foam-capped wave,
pow Bidden, burled in the valley between
blllows almost mountaln Wigh, They
watched till the little cockle-sbell and fts
intrepld skipper passed out beyond the
reach of buman eye—passed oul pever to
return,

Poor Dave Dillon! He was bluwn out to
soa, aud not till the sea shall give up its
dead will he return. In the restlessness of
tides Dave Dillon's boat came back na if to
tell the awful story of its master's (ate, It
was washed by the flood vp through the
bays into the North River, and a week after
Dave Dillon had gone down the shattered
rewnants of his Battery boat were picked
up by one of his lifelong companlons on
the shore of the river at the Highlanls.

In Bummer evenings the Battery boatmen
find profit in rowing pleasure parties on the
bay or up the rivers, each boat carrying
seven passengers without crowding. In
former years one might hire one of the skiffs
trom its owner and be his own skipper, bt
olght or ten years ago an accldent occurred
that stopped that practioe. A gentleman
engaged ons of the Whitehall boats for a
pleasure ride with Mary Fitzpatrick, s sister
of the man known as *‘ Liverpool Jack,”
and another young woman.

The young man was & good oarsman,
but the little boat bad hardly rounded the
Battery whan abe wes run down by a small

Broadway,

MACK

steamer, and before nssistance could reach
them, the voung lidies were hoth drowned.
Bince then, noue of the Datiery boatmen
will let his boat to a stranger to go out with-
out u skipper,

The work of the boatmen Is varled. The
other dny when that ernred Itallan Immi-
grant tried to drown himself by leaping ont
uf the Harge OfMee into the river, it was
Peter Rellly and Mike Geary who saved the
wretel's lfo In Mike's hoat, Peter golng
wlong, broause, despito of his calling, Mike
can't awim n slroke,

RUN DOWM DY & STRAMEN,

A boatman will row n passencer to Fort
Lee at flood tide 1n an honr and a balf or
two hours. At ebb tide ke will take the
job just the same, trusting to luek in cateh-
Ing ntow from steam tugs going up the
river.

Bunday, July 80, 1571, whilo the Battery
boatmen wero polishing up thelr trim
oraft, there eame to their ears the nolss of
a terrifle report,

The Staten Island ferryboat Northfleld
bad hlownup. The debris was coming
down in a fearful shower upon the waters
of the bay, and the fAying forma of men
and women wers dosoried against the Sum-
mer eky,

The bostmon quiekly cast off thelr moor-
Ingn and rowed to the scene of the disuster,
They did great work that day, plucking
scores of people from out wotery graves
and saving mnany lives that must bave been
sacrificed without thelr help,

The law compels every excursion barge
to have ons “*live boat." That is, & boat
actually in the water, with o mun ready to
work her ahould any one fall averboard nr
any other aceldent happen requiring the
sorvices of a boatman, Battery boatmen
are nauslly engaged for this service, ihe
boats dragging nlong st the stern of the
excursion or bargea,

* August Struck ' and *' John F, Struck,
of the Battery,' are the names inscribed on
the sterna of Mike Geary and * Hat"
Nevill’s boats. They are named in honor
of a father and mson, proprietors of the
favorite tap.roomn In Btate strect, a resort
of all the Battery boatmen, Here an Evex-
ixa Worrp reporter found Ed Cody, the
Idest of the boatmen.

Ed Cody Is sixty-nine years old, He ls
all, thin, sinewy wod muscular. He bna
harp features, but a mild and kindly bloe
eye, and sidv whiskers and mustache of
white bristling hair.

“['ve been n boatman here at the Bat-
tery fifty-one years. [n fact, ever since bhe-
fore thake was a Baltery,' says the veleran,
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cheerlly. " When I began, Washington
sireet was a strand, and the water came
clear up over the present Park clear Lo
Whitehnall street,

** Castle Garden, bullt na Fort Clinton by
Gov. Clinton, In 1807, was away ont on a
rock, and It was rénched by a wooden
| brllge from the fool of Washingion street,
| The ridge went over the shallow swamp
betwien, There were about twenty-foar
boatimen then, but land o' love, when sfeam
enme in and salling vesesls went out of
fasbiun, we went out of fashion, too, though
there'd been bostmen to take people off to
incoming ships and bring people ashore
fram ‘em ever since old Cap May landed
his Beliinns at Coontlea slip and founded
New Amsterdam,

“In the fortles there were my brother,
Dick Cody, #nd me. We were born st
Roveevelt and Banker, now Madison atreet,
There was Billy Wood, who bas a gymna-
slum in Willlamsburg, and Willlam Morse,
They're all alive yot, Dick la in the Dook
Depurtment's employ, and 1I'm the only one
left a-bonting,

“ Before telegraphy was invented we used
to enrry the (st nows from sfiore to a ship
and bring back the first European news
from the ship, We used to help the ships
up to thelr docks, earry lines ashore and all
that kind of work that the steamtugs do
nowndava. We used to have ten times the
work that we get now,

“When 1 wosa boy Gen, Jackson came
bere to Cantle Garden for & reception after
his seoond election to the Presidency.
There was no awlul crowd, and the bridge
across the marsh broke down, letting the
peaple into the mud and water, We boat-
mon turned to and rescoed them,

READY FOR ACCIDENTS AT JENNT LIND'S COXORRT,

*“ In "41 the Britlsh frigate Warspit, com.
manded by Lord John Hesy, came in and
snchored off Castle Gardon, right In among
the shad-poles of the flabermen. The
fishermen protested, but about that time
Epglund wanted to have another 0ght with
us, and Lord Hay refused to budge, a0 one
da.k Saturday night we bhoatmen—there
was James Harrington, Wash Harrington,
John Connor, Willism Gayer, John Palmer«
ton, Matt Lowery, Pat Hogan, Thomsa
Bhadwick, Nat Coon, Dick Cody and me—
we just stole out to the Warspit with pots
of lime and painied her white from siem to
ntern.

U Next day was Bunday, and the whole
town came down to laugh at ber.

“in 42, Colt the revolver man, then in the
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torpedo business, blew up the aloop Jotko
off the Battery, Myera's olrons was inthe
Garden, and It made an additlon to the
show,

“in 1848 the Chinese junk, 200 daye from
Hong Kong, anchored out in the bay, and
we made many & dime taking peopls oul
to seo her.

“Then, in '51, thers was Jenny Lind in
Castle Gurden, Barnum had the boatmen
plying all around toe Garden on the look-
out for people who might get crowded off
the thirty.foot sidewalk that went nll
aronnd the bullding.

“ Catherine Hayes and Mme Fedesco
followed the Nightingale at the Garden,and
then in '52 or so, Dan Rice had hin elrous
on the Battery and James Myers had his
Inside,

' Then came the Jullan conoert and ball,
and they had & fountaln of champagne in
the rotunda. The ‘longaboremen's ball was
about the last big thing =t the Garden be
fore the Hoard of Emigration leased It from
the State in 1855,

“There isn't much exclitement any more;
not 10 per cent. of the work for ua to do.
In all my experionce | bave known of but
very few acoldenta, and thoy were usually
to boats let out to people who thought they
konew all about thelr munagement, but really
didn't know anyibing.

' About m month ago Tom Bresnihan got
vapsized, and Le's one of the best boatmen
In the business. He's pext to me In years
of service, He's only been a boatman
thirty-five years though. Tom got upset
below Governot's lsland and was picked
up by a Siaten Island ferryboat. That's the
only upset I know of (b years,

“About all we do nowadays Ia to earry
trades people out to the ships In the bay
and take small jobs as wo can get by the
day."

Ed Cody pulled his soft eap down a little
over hls gray old head, drew himsell to
gether, ahilted his quid of tobacco, Arose
and strode out, six fect of stalwart, vigor-
ous manhood, despite his nearneas to the
thres score and ten years allotted to man
for a lifetime, and the younger boatman
looked after bis retreating fgure with ad-
miring eyes and words of praise,
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Unjust Criticlsm,
| From the Jewallars® Waskly. 1
Manufacturing Jewellar—Your designs seom

o luck poing,

Deslgner—Point!  Great Bontt! And this
sfter I nave modeled for you more Lhan sev-
enty-0ve dlfereny Kinds of pina!

A New Title
[From Harper's Basar, ]
Parroti—~How many grest lilles end in "u"
—tuplrnl' legriglator, sditor——

g Iutnn (wuo lLves in & fag—Yes, and

Bad.
(Prem Rarper's Bassr.)
Jones—Poer Smih lost wme  lfe, though
every coe else eboaped out of the burnlog
botiding.
Brown—Did they forges ko waken bim ¥
Jones—No. He wasone of tae first o e

orlve the alarm; bat Lhe MI'I Wi 8o
exolied 1l he iried w0 \he bailding

by the O

Frankly Deceptive,
[ From Nunsey's Woekly. )
Dieky—It was awfaily decaptive of I-. 1
think. Ske laugbhed at me banind g
Ueawdge—Wall, how did o, thend
Dicky—~0h, she 10}d me of 1t harsell.

diagonals,

CONCERNING CHEWING GUN.

Contains Paraffine Wax Which Is
Very Dangerous in the Intestines.

The fine disinctions required by lagnl
definitions  frequently threaten comfu. |
#ion, even when the facts appear to be
parfactly clear,

There is no room for doubiing the In.
convenienoce aud danger which mny arise
from the aconmulation of s mess of
parafline wax in the intestines; and yed 5
when any legal interference with the
sale of chewing gum, contaming 50 per
cent of this anbstance, in attempted the
charming uncertaintien and quibbles
which arise are more amusing than edi-
fying, says London Lancet,

In a recent prosecution st the Hanley
Borough Polica Court it was first com.
tended that the fourtesnth section of the =
Food and Drugs acs, which relates to the
division of the substance in the presenoce
of the seller at the time of purchass, had
not besn complied with,

Then {t waa submitted that the article
was not one of food, mnoe It\n-loll
simply for chowing. -

Toen it ‘ﬂ suggested, that s M

are so ntterly indetinite in their
tion, 1t wan impossible to deal with X
nn urrlm-ry articlen nr food, And the

max waa reaobed in the contention that
was not sold to 3 & prejud.os of IMI!l!h 2
chnser, ns the cofiplanant suid he d
intend 1o eat it,
I is was extremel iagmleu ht lho
purchaser bappened to be the
of Nnisanoen, wh' waa uurelyeo ulll'
ovidence. The case ended for the pres-
ont with the imposition of a fine, on t:
gronnd that the substance was nold to :
rejundice of the purchaser, inssmuch as ©
t vul not in the uatmie of the su -
nod quu ity of the article de s
the purchaser, who asked for gum and
paraffine wax,
It tl;n 'mu |tl over t‘gul:“:ou. b
court it is ?n to p um [l w

argned that the comp *
for “gum" but for ° chumu gom;
that ha did not get *' paraffine wax,” a
only 30 per cent, of ' parafiine wax," ]
um remaming 50 per cont. of un /A
%redutnu which snfficiently
sance wlth tbo legal
“*chewing gnm. "
Hut what 18 ** chewing
fo'lowing definition might

A substance of very variable eonn
ignorantly emnln:nd by ohildren, w

when uonmn :sd.:i‘

o very qers
which uhould be prohibit

PR patn—
A Famlly 'Im
[Frem Edfe)
Dunwelter—Why, air, the Dunwalters fof
centuries, wilhoat an exocepiion, poouted the
iden of anyibing like brad sir,

Woxby~Didn'i bellave KIVIRE AR oqUITRe
hlloter ,ulut thoy guy, e Y '

Didu't Want that Kind, ]
[From the Jewalars' Woaly, | !

J. Jay—] want a fine lookin' wateh “"
Juolln—'!ln:l.d you like ons of \he new

Yy Soem iaset ot muehi l-un‘ :
CARVIE Sati WOCVE §wioe B 58 big aa 1t \a,

A Bad View of It
[From Tesss S Vngs )
Gilnooly—This world is full of misery. !h
Rapplest man s the one who I8 never born, 1

Hostetter MeGinnie—Yedq, but there lea't
na m“ﬂnlnﬂ-:w lnm

A Calumny.
[ From Tesas 8ivmge )
“Do the Russlass really ost candlest'
-hd n Waululn lady of the Romian Am-

e 1o resiy 4o "u-a

F'hl
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BOYS. BOYS. BOYS.

outfitr BAY, BALLY

LOT

oents.

We intend to have that many people in our Nw

Store to-morrow, Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. '_-
11 o'clock on Saturday.

THE FOLLOWING BARGAINS WILL BE SOLD:

HANDSOME
SUITS made from plain cloths
corkscrews,
Cheviots, regular price $8.00,

YS’

chpand BE

FREE. FREE. FREE.

$315.. . SATS.

-lu-n. [y ullow aellmur.
in

and._ 'F“ a dollar Baseball |

LOT

LOT
Ba

32 45

0T 2

$4.

Boys’ School Suits in 100 different
patterns, guaranteed all wool,
plaited or plain, reduced

50,

from

19

L0T 3

5,000 Sailor Suits, made from
Blue and Black Flannel, reduced
from $2.50,

9

Boys’

genuine

imported Dres-
Suits, in all the new shades, for
Sprlng, cost $10 to import,

33 75

AT BROADWAY, CORNER GRAND ST.

LOT 9

Boys’ Long Pants Suits, $
iz,

12 YEARS TO




